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Rev. M. A. Ryan, 0. S. A.

Rev. M. A. Ryan, Rector of St. Joseph's Churcli,

Greenwich, N, Y., whose death took place after a brief

illness on February 1, 1924, was perhaps one of the

best known Augustinians in the United States. For
eighteen years he had served as a member and Rector

of the Augustinian Mission Band, and in the course of

his duty had preached to great numbers in many sec-

tions of the country. He was an eloquent, earnest

preacher imbued with great zeal and untiring in his

efforts to win back souls to God, and to spread the

Kingdom of Christ. His venerable appearance—en-

hanced by the whiteness of his hair and his vigorous

and earnest manner of delivery—made his sermons most

impressive and contributed to his great success as f\

Missionary. In 1918, he withdrew from the active

Missionary field, though he still continued to preach

occasional Missions, and was named Pastor of the

Church of Our Lady of Good Counsel, Staten Island,

being later transfered to Greenwich, N. Y., as Rector.

In the work of parochial ministry, as in the missionaiy

field, his zeal and earnestness brought success to his

labors. Right Rev. Bishop Gibbons, of Albany, pre-

sided at the funeral services held in Greenwich. In-

terment was made in the Monastery Cemetery at Villa-

nova, by the side of Father Commins, his life-long

friend and companion. May he rest in peace.

The Villanova Club, of New York, is deserving of

the highest commendation for their help in making the

New York holiday dance at the Plaza Hotel the success

that it was.

St. Mary's Church, LawTence, Mass.

Feb. 13, 1924.

Villanova College,

Villanova, Po.

Dear Father DriscoU

:

With the past few- days 1 have received a letter

from the secretary of the Villanova Alumni touching

upon many items of interest which impressed me verj'^

much. : .^;^/':: '',;;:„-':': V,'"-':'.' ;>\'';/" ^V' :.;'., .:-. ;->'.:; / ^'/'^''^'-.-ry:''-':''^-^''.

It put me in a sort of reminiscent mood and I am
pleased to express a few^ words of encouragement to

Mr. Schneider and the rest of the good workers at

Villanova who have done so much to increase the stu-

dent enrollment and the general efficiency of the col-

lege in recent years.

Another letter coming from the chairman of the

committee of the supper-dance of the 1924 class w^as

received almost in the same mail as the letter of Mr.

Schneider. "'*

I know the few words of encouragement contained

in this letter will be appreciated by my youngei'(

brothers in the Alumni but I also feel that something

more substantial than Avords will also be welcome. I

am, therefore, enclosing a check for tv^enty-five dollars

($25.00) in the name of the Community of St. Mary's

to be used for the activity to which you wish to de-

vote it.

AVith sincere good wishes for the continued suc-

cess and prosperity of Villanova, I am,

JAS. T. REILLY, 0. S. A.,

Villanova Alumnus of the Class of 1871.

January 31, 1924.

Mr. Richard H. Quinn,

Villanova College, Philadelphia, Penna.

My dear sir:

When you stated in your letter of January twenty-

fourth that I Avas naturally interested in every thing

Villanovan, you surely said it, but perhaps you are

not aware that it is now over fifty years since I first

tread foot on Villanovan soil, and from that time uj)

to the present, there is no place nearer or dearer to me
outside the precincts of my own domicile. Many ar(^

the changes I have witnessed at Villanova during those

fifty years, for I have kept in touch M'ith Alma Mater

by making frequent visits to those hallowed walls and

sacred grounds and 1 hope that the class of "24" will

all keep in memory their college and all that that means.

Loyalty to alma nuiter is best demonstrated by visiting

her frequently, keeping in touch with the great strides

she is making forward as the foremost Catholic Tech-

nical School in the country.

I am dictating this from a sick bed where I have

been confined for three months, but I sincerely trust

that all will have a great nicjlit and remember that there

is one in Boston who never forgets Villanova, and who
will be there in spirit.

Enclosed find check for the cause.

Fraternally,

BERNARD T. DALEY, M. D.

irrD—K(M) Enc.


